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Harlequin “Takes the Stage”
at 2010 USA International
Ballet Competition

Soccer has the World Cup and the dance community has
the USA International Ballet (USA IBC) Competition, an
“olympic-style” competition that occurs once every four
years at Thalia Mara Hall in Jackson, Miss. Building on
a 30-year heritage of attracting the world’s best dancers,
the two-week international ballet competition features
tomorrow’s ballet stars vying for gold, silver and bronze
medals, cash awards and scholarships.

With the stakes high — and an elite group of 119 talented
dancers from 36 countries competing for victory — it was
necessary that only the most trusted and high-performance
flooring be used. To ensure the safety of the dancers who
were eager to take the stage, USA IBC turned to its
long-time flooring partner American Harlequin
(Harlequin), the world leader in floors for the performing
arts, to supply a solid dance foundation. For more than
two decades, Harlequin has been the official dance floor
provider of this world-renowned dance competition.

“To be the official flooring provider of this prestigious
competition is an immense honor,” said Pat Basileo, vice
president and general manager of Harlequin. “We look
forward to supporting this competition that presents
dancers with the opportunity to fulfill their dreams

and launch their careers for years to come.”

For this year’s competition, Harlequin provided the

USA IBC with its Liberty™ Sprung Floor Panel system.
Featuring high-performance, slip-resistant properties,
Harlequin’s Liberty Sprung Floor Panel system is a
durable flooring, enabling dancers to perform with the
confidence needed when participating in an intense dance
competition. The closed cell elastomer blocks underneath
the panels also provide those competing in the USA IBC
with uniform and consistent shock damping, enhancing
the ease and flow of their performances.

USA IBC presents dancers with the opportunity to test
themselves against recognized international standards of
dance excellence. Harlequin’s Liberty Sprung Floor Panel
system supported the performances of professional and
amateur dancers of all nationalities in two divisions,
including 42 dancers competing in the Junior Division
(ages 15-18) and 77 performing in the Senior Division
(ages 19-26).

Getting To Know...
Maria Gil Dybalski

Leveraging more than two

decades of sales and customer

service experience as well as

her Latin roots, Maria Gil

Dybalski knows how to keep

her customers in the U.S. and

abroad happy and coming back

to American Harlequin

(Harlequin) when in need of

high-performance flooring.

As an account executive, Maria

believes that repeat customers

and their ongoing satisfaction

with the company is born out of more than a superior
product: it also involves quality interaction between
Harlequin’s sales staff and its customers. Always
wearing a smile, Maria brings an overflowing amount
of enthusiasm to her role, keeping her colleagues
motivated and her customers pleased.

Fun Facts About Maria

Favorite Harlequin Product:

While she says all of Harlequin’s floors are her favorite,
Maria holds a unique place in her heart for Standfast™.
She believes its versatility offers all performers a unique
floor to practice their art on.

Hobbies: With a desire to improve her right hook, Maria
frequents the gym where she regularly takes kickboxing
classes.

Grew Up In: Cuba - in fact, Maria negotiated
the sale of the first Harlequin floor in the country.

Currently Resides In: Medford, N.J.

Harlequin
Helps “TODAY”
Host Al Roker
“Lend A Hand”
to New Ballet
Ensemble

American Harlequin (Harlequin) is always ready
and willing to “lend a hand.” With corporate social
responsibility at the cornerstone of its company and
a strong desire to make an impact in communities
across the country, this world leader in floors for the
performing arts immediately jumped on board when
presented with the opportunity to make a charitable
contribution to NBC’s “TODAY” host Al Roker’s
annual “Lend A Hand” project.

“Lend A Hand” and Harlequin surprised the
well-deserving staff of Memphis-based New Ballet
Ensemble and School — an organization grounded in
its commitment to sharing the art and beauty of dance
with passionate individuals who cannot afford formal
instruction — with a much-needed studio overhaul.
Harlequin’s charitable contributions to the New Ballet
Ensemble and School not only included its Liberty™
sprung dance floor panels and Harlequin Studio™
vinyl dance floor, but also mirrors and ballet barres.
These donations will further enhance the dance
experience for members of this bridge-building arts
training organization, where the common denominators
are excellence and innovation.

“Truly deserving of this and more, New Ballet
Ensemble and School provides those who may not have

With a fresh floor beneath their feet (Harlequin’s Liberty™ and

Studio™) thanks to Harlequin, the dancers at New Ballet Ensemble and

School dance toward their dreams with confidence.

the financial means to pursue this art the opportunity to
dance toward their dreams, whether that is perfecting their
pirouette or pursuing a professional dance career,” said
Pat Basileo, vice president and general manager of
Harlequin. “To contribute to the development of this
inspirational studio that supports the needs of

those passionate about dance is a honor.”

The flooring donated by Harlequin will further ensure the
safety of the New Ballet Ensemble and School students
because of its durable, slip-resistant and shock-absorbing
properties. More specifically, Studio’s cushion backing
and Liberty’s elasticity will help dancers avoid injury,
and provide them with the joint support considered
non-negotiable. Enabling the organization to extend its
reach beyond its facility’s walls, Harlequin also provided
the organization with easy-to-transport yet sturdy,
portable ballet barres and rolling glassless mirrors that
afford the staff the opportunity to travel to other venues
to teach the underprivileged.

In its ninth consecutive year, “Lend A Hand” continues
its mission to help small charities across the country that
work toward improving conditions in their communities.
Throughout his trip, Roker made stops in San Francisco,
Calif., Bozeman, Mont., Des Moines, lowa, Rye, N.H.
and Memphis, Tenn.

Miami City Ballet’s
Performances Heat Up

With Help From Harlequin

Under the leadership of Edward Villella since 1985

and with a solid flooring foundation from American
Harlequin (Harlequin), Miami City Ballet (MCB)

has become one of the leading ballet companies in
America — comprising 45 dancers and a repertoire of

88 ballets — in less than 25 years. Critically acclaimed in
New York and abroad, MCB dancers are known for their
warmth, musicality and speed displayed upon the stage.

Needing flooring for the dance company’s rehearsal
space, MCB called on Harlequin to provide it with
high-performance flooring that would not only protect
its performers, but also instill a sense of confidence in
them. Recognizing the needs of MCB, Harlequin
recommended that Harlequin Studio™ be installed as

The Miami City Ballet continues to captivate
audiences as it delivers a show-stopping

performance on Harlequin’s Studio™.

it is designed to protect dancers’ joints as a result of its
firm cushioned backing, and reduce noise, allowing
dancers to truly focus on their craft. Understanding of the
benefits this offering would afford, MCB quickly decided
to install the product in its rehearsal space.

“Installing Harlequin Studio made complete sense because
of its various safety features, from its cushioned backing
to its slip resistance. With our dancers rehearsing six to
eight hours a day, six days a week, there is an increased

continued on back page
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Harlequin’s Latest Product
Ensures Smooth Sailing
For Dancers Aboard
Cruise Ships

Shape up or ship out! Harlequin Marine™,
American Harlequin’s (Harlequin) newest
performing arts floor, takes to the seas.
The perfect permanent solution for dance
floors on board cruise ships with its IMO
Fire Rating, Harlequin Marine offers the
durability required to withstand the effects
of the hardest working dancers, while its
slightly marbled effect resists scuffing and
hides marks.

Bactericidal to prevent the harboring

of germs, Harlequin Marine provides
protection not only from infection but
also injury as the flooring is slip resistant.
This hardwearing floor ensures dancers
can be confident when taking to the
stage because of its soft feel and solid
support. Suitable for many types of

dance - contemporary jazz,

percussive, aerobics, multi-purpose or
drama - Harlequin Marine can be laid
over most types of subflooring and
installed as permanent stage flooring

with adhesive and heat welded seams to
form a continuous performance surface.
Made from homogeneous PVC, the
flooring offers a special performance finish.

Specifications:

Roll length: 75'6" (23m)

Roll width: 78.5" (2m)

Thickness: 0.08" (2mm)

Weight: 6.2 Ibs/yds? (3.35 kg/m2)
Colors: Black

Fire rating: IMO FTPC Parts 2 & 5§

amount of physical pressure placed on
their bodies and it is imperative that they
have only the best beneath their feet,”
said John Hall, production and lighting
director for MCB. “With Harlequin’s
worldwide reputation for providing the
highest quality, we turned to it for our
flooring needs.”

Not only did MCB trust Harlequin to
provide the most optimum flooring for
its rehearsal space, but the company also
purchased Harlequin’s portable offering,
Harlequin Cascade™, to bring on tour.
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Inspired by GOH Productions’ dedication
to helping turn the dance dreams of children
and teenagers into reality, American
Harlequin (Harlequin) was moved to “lend
a helping hand” when it learned of this
Manhattan-based, non-profit performing
arts organization’s request for a new dance
floor. Harlequin was compelled to help this
like-minded organization continue the
lively artistic spirit found in its program,
which opened its doors in 1979, and was
launched on the premise of preparing
students to thrive in performing arts
academies and dance universities.

“We believe in creating opportunities

that advance the development of promising
young dancers and supporting organizations
that have that same goal,” said Pat Basileo,
vice president and general manager of
Harlequin. “By helping these organizations
remain viable, we increase our ability

to open doors to brighter futures for
emerging dancers.”

Recognizing the tight budgets on which
non-profits operate, especially in today’s
economy, Harlequin was motivated to
support GOH’s mission to provide a
collaborative, artistic atmosphere, and
donated its high-performance dance
flooring to replace the previously donated,
aged, single runner strip of dance flooring.
Understanding GOH’s expansive range

of dance programs, Harlequin knew that
the most appropriate selection for the

Harlequin Steps Up to
Strengthen the Future of Dance

Miami City Ballet, continued

Both options are slip-resistant, providing
an ideal and safe surface for MCB dancers
to dance upon, and are extremely durable
to withstand the wear and tear from long
days of use. Additionally, each offering

is available in a range of colors, enabling
facilities to create a cohesive design
aesthetic.

From Studio’s cushioned base to Cascade’s
bactericidal properties, MCB dancers have
the floor they need to stay safe, in tip-top
shape and ready to take to the stage
whether at home or away.
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Dancers at GOH Productions strike a pose on the

newly installed Harlequin Standfast™ flooring.

center would be Standfast™ and its
multi-purpose functionality, making it
suitable for a variety of dance, including
ballet and jazz.

“At GOH, it is the aim of the instructors
to give its students the tools they need to
continue to excel in their dance careers,”
said Bonnie Sue Stein, executive director
of GOH. “Unfortunately, as a non-profit,
resources are always challenged and for
years, classes were taught on just what
was donated to the organization. However,
I knew that if the program and dancers
were going to be able to reach their fullest
potential, we needed to evolve starting
from the ground up.”

Standfast — installed in renowned

venues across the globe, including Ballet
Austin — is perfect for GOH’s performers
to practice on with its non-slip surface
that helps prevent injury. It also provides
a high-performance base for dancers to
hone technique without being taxing on
the body. Extremely hardwearing, easy to
maintain and able to be used as a portable
dance surface, Standfast can be laid over
most flooring.

“Since the installation, the floor has
completely transformed the room,” said
Martha Tornay, artistic director and
instructor of GOH’s East Village Dance
Project — the company’s largest dance
education program for children ages 4 to
18. “But it was the transformation I saw
in the students that really had an impact
on me; how when they looked in the
mirror they appeared more confident in
their talents and abilities. That’s really
what our program is all about.”

continued
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Harlequin in the News

In this issue we provide you

with the latest stories concerning

Harlequin’s wide range of floors, and how
they solve issues for dance schools, educational
facilities, etc. all over the country.

P> Dancers are “green” with envy for Harlequin’s Tap and Hip-Hop Floor! Want more information
about the sustainable offering? Visit http://www.harlequinfloors.com/us/en/news.html.

P> Save time, money and your dancers’ joints with Harlequin’s new Liberty LatchLoc™ sprung flooring.
To see the product in action watch the new installation video available at
http://www.harlequinfloors.com/us/en/products/video-zone.html.

P> Did you catch Harlequin on NBC’s “Today?” If not, watch now how Harlequin helped Al Roker
“Lend A Hand” at http://www.harlequinfloors.com/us/en/dance-area/lendahand.html.

P> Want the latest updates surrounding Harlequin’s Annual Dance Scholarship Program or recent product
introductions? Then connect with Harlequin on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/americanharlequinfloors

or Twitter @HarlequinDance.

To receive HarlequiNews

Go to www.harlequinfloors.com and select HarlequiNews
Email us at harlequinews@harlequinfloors.com

GOH students have been accepted into
professional dance academies such as

La Guardia High School, Ballet Tech,
Professional Performing Arts School and
School of American Ballet. GOH is proud
to announce that it is expanding its reach

Call us at 800-642-6440 or
Fax us at 856-231-4403

with the opening of its new studio in
New York City located at 55 Avenue C
in Manhattan, which will also feature
a donated Standfast floor, thanks to
Harlequin.

Harlequin Takes
Center Stage on
ARCAT® Web Site

American Harlequin (Harlequin) has
further enhanced its partnership with
ARCAT®, a major publisher of building
product information for architects,
engineers and specifiers. The web-based
product catalog now features a wider range
of data rich AutoDesk® Revit® Building
Information Modeling (BIM) objects for
Harlequin dance floors for free.

“Having these products accessible in

this web-based library greatly benefits
Harlequin’s customers as ARCAT puts the
product information architects, designers
and specifiers need most right at their
fingertips,” said Pat Basileo, vice president
and general manager of Harlequin. “Not
only does this database provide instant
access, but it also helps save time and
money during the product research and
specification process.”

Both Harlequin and ARCAT believe that
high-quality graphics are only the tip of
the BIM iceberg, and it is the limitless
amount of information held within the
model that is driving the architectural
engineering and construction (AEC)
community to adopt parametric software
platforms such as Revit.

ARCAT offers a complete preview of
Harlequin products — uniform and
modifiable for ease of use — appropriate
for commercial and residential interiors.

| Harlequin’s
Activity®, Liberty™
and WoodSpring™
sprung floors are

just a few of the 25

Harlequin products
currently featured on
ARCAT’s website.

Furthermore, through the use of BIM,
which models the actual materials being
used to construct a building, specifiers

can browse products available via

ARCAT and implement their ideas
virtually and instantly. In addition

to product information, ARCAT has
embedded links in the objects to Harlequin’s
CSI 3-Part specs. These models are available
in a wide variety of formats, including
Revit’s RVT, Bentley’s DGN, DWG, DXEF,
and DWE for use in a variety of BIM and
computer-aided design (CAD) applications.

BIM couples three-dimensional, real-time
images with spatial information and
building proponents to enable design
professionals to accurately select products,
anticipate issues and accurately define
the scope of the job. ARCAT’s web site
currently features 25 Harlequin products,
including Harlequin Activity® Sprung
Floor, Harlequin Liberty™ and Harlequin
WoodSpring™. For more information
about ARCAT visit www.arcat.com.






